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avenvoakcey CONNECT JANUARY 2012

Workshops for all parents, professionals, and caregivers. No children please.
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Advocacy Tips for Parents and Family Members

Presenter: Michael Belton, Director, Recreation Services Amy Fried , Director, Brooklyn Day Habilitation Program Sandy Napor, Community
Outreach Family Caardinator;_ Amy Bittinger, Moderator

Learn more about what it really takes to advocate for your child.

Also learn about other forums where you can participate at different levels to advocate for your family member
and other advocacy systems.

Jan 11th 160 Lawrence Ave. Brooklyn, NY Rm 205 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30arn>
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Teming 5: Tiansidon

Presenter: Resources for Children with Special Needs

You will understand the steps, options and possibilities for your child with special needs entering Kindergarten.
Jan 24th 122 E 23rd St. NY, NY. 4th Fi 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am
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Transition: Preschool Special Education to School Age Special Education
Presenter: Karen Samet, Director, Brooklyn Early Childbood Direction Center. :

Preschool children born in 2007 will graduate and attend public school in September 2012. Learn about the
process including: the Committee on Special Education (CSE), school age services, Least Restrictive

Environment, Kindergarten enrollment, due process and advocacy for your child.
Jan 26th 160 Lawrence Ave. Brooklyn, NY Rm 205 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am

To RSVP fora workshops please call:

Spanish
718-436-7979 ext 7704 | f\l;fmlmon
familyconnect@ucpnyc.org
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Helping Your Child with 2 Disability Learn to Read
Presenter: Carrie Banks, Brooklyn Pubtic Library
It's never too early to learn! Learn five casy things you can do with your baby, toddler and preschooler to help

them learn to read.
Feb 2nd 160 Lawrence Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230. Room 205 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am

Turning 5: Transition
Presenters: Resouries Jor Children wigh Special Needs

You will understand the Steps, options and possibilities for your child with special nceds entering Kindergarten.
Fek 8:h 1770 Stillwell Avenue. Bronx, NY 10469. 15t Floor 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am,

Health Care Services at UCP of NYC

Presenter: Laura DeCarlo, Director of Operations, Clinic Services U CPof NYC :
Learn about the Health Care Services that we provide at UCP of NYC and how to access them. Also, learn the
role of the various clinicians of the health care team. o
Feb 9th 160 Lawrence Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230, Room 205 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am,

Simiple Language Literacy Aids to Make
Presenter: Mary Jacobson, SHARE Librarian ar UCP o NYC

through pictures. A communication sentence strip will be provided and used to arrange and store symbols to
encourage choice-making and literacy skills. Parents and caregivers will take home a communication strip that

they have made to use with their chiid. :
Feb 16th 160 Lawrence Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230. Room 205 10am-12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am.

Person Centered Planning
provides an understanding on the individya] and focuses on their gifts, talents and skills. Presenters will give

examples of how the planning process works, the importance of your input and why your participation is so

Feb 29th 160 Lawrence Avenue. Brooklyn, NY 11230, Room 205 10am-~12pm. Refreshments at 9:30am.

> RSVP fora workshops please call: .
Spanish
.8-436-7979 ext 7704 , i i Transtation

milyconnect@ucpnyc.org Avaliable




People with Developmental
Disabilities
and
LLaw Enforcement

Catherine Jones, LCSW
YAI Crisis Intervention Program

Programs bridging the gap

= Barrier Free Justice and Project Shield
— Both at the Brooklyn DA's Office
~ Both coilaborative programs between DA and
community agencies specializing in disability
services
« Barrier Fres Living
« South Brooklyn Legal Services
= YAl
— Provids direct service to cxime victims with
disabilities, provide training on prevention of and
response {o crime victims with disabilities

Why is this necessary?

= Abuse of people with disabilities is a huge problem

— Among adults who are developmentally disabled, as many as
83% of fernales and 32% of males arm victims of sexual assault.
Johnson, &, Singler, A {2000). “Forced Sexual intercrxirse Among intimates,”
Joumal of interparsonal Viakenoe. 131}

— 49% of people with developmental disabilities who are victims of
sexual assault will experience 10 or more abusiva incidenls.
Vafont-Heim, D, Schvartz, I (1005). The Saxus’ Abuzs intorview for Thasa with
Devwelopmental Disabiliiss, James Staffeld Company. Santa Barboa; Califormia.

— Children with disabilities are 3.44 times more likely to be victims of
abused than children without disabllities. Suivan & Knutssn {2000

— The DOJ's Natlonal Crime Victimizallon Survey (Hamen & Rand, 2010}
found that the ags-adjusted violent victimization rate for people

with disablitias was elmost twice the rale of people without
disabiities.




Why is-this necessary?

» Abuse against people with disabilities is
alarmingly under-reported
— Only 3% of sexual abuse cases involving
people with developmental disabilities are ever

reported. valenti-Heim, D., Schwartz, L. (1995). The Sexual
Abuse Interview for Those with Developmental Disabilifies. James
Stanfieid Company. Sania Barbara: Califorma.

« Law enforcement has little or no training in
working with people with disabilities

Goals

Increase awareness about the prevalence of
crime and abuse perpetrated against people

with disabilities

Improve the response of law enforcement to

reports of abuse perpetrated against people

with disabilities

Increase access to eriminal justice for people
with disabilities

= |ncrease offender accountability

Challenges

Most people don't realize how serious this problem is
Most people don't know how to respond when abuse is
reported/discovered

Delayed reporting leads to more complicated criminal
justice responses

Law enforcement doesn't "get” disability

Fear

Communication

Just as OPWDD is under scrutiny, so is NYPD

= Law enforcement is "black and white,” disability isn't




Specific challenges for people with
ID/DD in the criminal justice system

= Swearability

— Ability to understand what it means lo “swear to
teli the truth”

= Capacity
—~To consent
- To testify
« Credibility
— Often questioned for viclims with disabilities

What has been successful

Building rappori with law enforcement
Ask them for help
= Train informally as much as formally
= Know your audience

— Law enforcement is & distinct culture
« Clarity of roles
= Know the system and what tc expect

= Appreciate where law enforcement is coming
from
- immense pressure and scrutiny

What didn’t work.

= Asking law enforcement if we can train
them

= Telling police that they don’t understand
disabitity

= Getting aggressive or angry

« Being overly PC




Things to understand about
law enforcement

= {t's all about evidence.
* Precincts vs. Special Victims Units

— New procedures for SVU assignment to cases
= Hierarchy is important
— Officers vs. detectives vs. sergeants, ele.
Calling 911 vs. other methads of reporting
— “Beat’ cops vs. detectives ys. SVYU

Arrest is the case closing for NYPD, but not the
end of the road for everybody else

Thoughts on improving relationships
with law enforcement

« Qutreach to local precincts and SVU
— Build rapport

—Introduce them to our population when
there’s NOT a crisis

— Use the opportunity to train informally
* Train, but train discreetly

— Humility is key.

— Make contacts at One Police Plaza
= Collaborate & build alliances

Implications for our programs

= Screening

- Specific

— At regular intervals

Training: staff and individuals/consumers
—What is abuse, how to report, what to expect
Continued contact with law enforcement,
continued improvement of relationship
between our programs and law enforcement




Contact info

Catherine Jones, LCSW
YAl Crisis Intervention Program
(212) 273-6100 x. 2373
(718) 7922182 x. 242
Catherine jones@yai.org
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